The use of medical cognition in medical curriculum reform in Taiwan.
Medical cognition studies have generated a great deal of knowledge that can be used to improve the quality of medical education. This review summarizes medical cognition research, the trends in medical education, and how the results of cognitive research can be applied to medical curriculum reform in Taiwan. The current trend in medical education is to develop a student-centered, outcome-oriented curriculum that integrates basic and clinical science, introduces students to patients at an early stage, reduces redundancy, and promotes active learning. To help students to develop and maintain their expertise in medicine, extensive supervised training with evaluation and feedback should be provided. The curriculum should also be designed to provide a learning context in which students are helped to develop a knowledge structure and diagnostic strategies similar to those used by experts. Finally, the curriculum should be flexible and responsive to the needs of students to train them to be excellent physicians in the future.